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Week, we recognize minority entrepreneurs 
and recommit ourselves to fostering an envi-
ronment where everyone can attain the 
American dream. 

In America, people’s dreams matter more 
than their background. Across our country, 
minority business owners are working hard 
to achieve their goals and helping to extend 
the promises of America to their fellow citi-
zens. These businesses and their employees 
are vital contributors to our national pros-
perity. 

My Administration has lowered taxes, sup-
ported pro-growth policies, and enacted an 
economic stimulus package to encourage 
small and medium-sized business growth. By 
keeping more money in the hands of families 
and small businesses, they can save, invest, 
spend, and give back to their communities. 
Our economy is resilient and dynamic be-
cause Americans are the most industrious, 
creative, and enterprising people in the world 
and because we believe in a free market 
economy that rewards those qualities. 

During Minority Enterprise Development 
Week, we recognize the value minority en-
trepreneurs and their employees add to our 
country. They are vital to our Nation’s eco-
nomic strength and an essential part of our 
national heritage. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim August 31 
through September 6, 2008, as Minority En-
terprise Development Week. I call upon all 
Americans to celebrate this week with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities 
to recognize the many contributions of our 
Nation’s minority enterprises. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of August, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., August 27, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on August 28. The Office of the 

Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
version of this proclamation. 

Memorandum on Potential Marine 
Conservation Management Areas 
August 25, 2008 

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense, 
the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary 
of Commerce, and the Chairman of the 
Council on Environmental Quality 

Subject: Potential Marine Conservation 
Management Areas 

The Chairman of the Council on Environ-
mental Quality has advised me there are ob-
jects of historic and scientific interest in areas 
under the jurisdiction of the United States 
that may be appropriate for recognition, pro-
tection, or improved conservation and man-
agement under available authorities includ-
ing by executive order or action under the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), 
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (43 
U.S.C. 1331 et seq.), National Marine Sanc-
tuaries Act (16 U.S.C. 1431, et seq.), or the 
Antiquities Act (16 U.S.C. 431). These ob-
jects include: 

In the central Pacific, coral reefs, pin-
nacles, sea mounts, islands and sur-
rounding waters of Johnston Atoll, 
Howland, Baker and Jarvis Islands, 
Kingman Reef, Palmyra Atoll, Wake Is-
land, and Rose Atoll that are isolated 
from population centers, mostly 
uninhabited, and support endemic, de-
pleted, migratory, endangered and 
threatened species of fish, giant clams, 
crabs, marine mammals, sea turtles, 
seabirds, migratory shorebirds and cor-
als that are rapidly vanishing elsewhere 
in the world. The reefs in these areas 
support unique localized upwelling- 
based productivity, and two of the atolls 
are repositories of the larvae of many 
marine species transported from the 
biodiversity-rich western Pacific. 
In the western Pacific Ocean, the ma-
rine waters around the northern islands 
of Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, including the Mariana 
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* White House correction. 

Trench, that offer an exceptional and di-
verse collection of marine life and habi-
tat. 

Please provide to me your assessment, 
with relevant supporting information, includ-
ing the views of the territorial and local gov-
ernments and other interested parties, of the 
advisability of providing additional recogni-
tion, protection or improved conservation 
and management for objects of historic or 
scientific interest at these islands, coral reefs, 
geologic features and surrounding marine 
waters. 

Because Johnston Atoll and Wake Island 
have supported active military bases, and the 
other areas in the Pacific include areas of 
strategic importance to the United States, 
any measures your assessment recommends 
should not limit the Department of Defense 
from carrying out the mission of the various 
branches of the military stationed or oper-
ating within the Pacific and shall be con-
sistent with freedom of navigation and inter-
national law. Please also consider cultural, 
environmental, economic, and multiple use 
implications of any measures you rec-
ommend, including the extent to which they 
are compatible, if applicable, with sustaining 
access to: (1) recreational and commercial 
fishing; (2) energy and mineral resources; 
and (3) opportunities for scientific study. 

With respect to each of these areas, your 
assessment should further identify whether 
there are opportunities and mechanisms for 
improved coordination of management 
among relevant agencies in accordance with 
Executive Order 13366 of December 17, 
2004. 

George W. Bush 

Statement on the Situation in 
Georgia 
August 26, 2008 

The United States condemns the decision 
by the Russian President to recognize as 
independent states the Georgian regions of 
South Ossetia and Abkhazia. This decision 
is inconsistent with numerous United Na-
tions Security Council resolutions that Russia 
has voted for in the past, and is also incon-
sistent with the French-brokered six-point 

cease-fire agreement which President 
Medvedev signed on August 12 [16] *, 2008. 
The six-point agreement offered a peaceful 
way forward to resolve the conflict. We ex-
pect Russia to live up to its international 
commitments, reconsider this irresponsible 
decision, and follow the approach set out in 
the six-point agreement. 

The territorial integrity and borders of 
Georgia must be respected, just as those of 
Russia or any other country. Russia’s action 
only exacerbates tensions and complicates 
diplomatic negotiations. In accordance with 
United Nations Security Council resolutions 
that remain in force, Abkhazia and South 
Ossetia are within the internationally recog-
nized borders of Georgia, and they must re-
main so. 

NOTE: The statement referred to President 
Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
version of this statement. 

Proclamation 8281—National 
Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, 
2008 
August 26, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During National Ovarian Cancer Aware-

ness Month, we remember those whose lives 
have been affected by this deadly disease, 
and we underscore our commitment to bat-
tling ovarian cancer for the sake of women 
around the world. 

Each year, thousands of American women 
are diagnosed with ovarian cancer. Many will 
lose their lives to this disease. Because ovar-
ian cancer is often diagnosed at an advanced 
stage, it is vital for women to make regular 
visits to their doctors for screenings and to 
discuss risk factors and warning signs. Early 
detection is the best way to help doctors diag-
nose cancer before it has a chance to spread. 
It also makes treatment more effective and 
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